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JAPAN'S "BURMA ROAD"; Reflections on Japanese Military
Activities in Northern Thailand.

David Boggett

O O In marked contrast to other Asian countries, little has been written about the Japanese military's
wartime activities in Thailand. Although the Thai-Burma Railroad's miserable story has been
documented by the Allied prisoners-of-war forced to build it and even by former Japanese military staff
who participated in its construction, surprisingly little has been recorded of the fate of (the far greater
numbers of) Asian forced-labourers involved. Likewise, there have been few accounts of Japanese
military activity in Northern Thailand along the remote Thai-Burma borderlands and the construction
there of a military supply road linking Chiangmai with Burma, perhaps because all the project's
"victims' or forced-labourers were excluslvely Thai or local minority hill peoples.

0 O The following account is a record of ajourney to Thailand's Mae Hong Son province made a year
ago in an attempt to discover more about Japan's "Burma Road". Chance remarks and references
suggest that, towards the war' s end, the defeated and dispirited retreating Japanese armies were severely
harrassed with considerable loss of life by the local minority peoples. This was a direct result of the
complex situation these minority peoples faced with regard to the British, the Chinese, the majority
Burmese or Thais and - not least - the Japanese army itself. Widely differing Western, local and
Japanese perceptions of the minorities' situation are noted, but no definitive analysis can be attempted;
rather, the widely scattered Japanese military bones serve as a reminder of the era's grim redlities.
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